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Dr. Christopher Perfetti is an Associate Professor in the Nuclear Engineering Department at the 

University of New Mexico. Prior to his appointment at UNM, Chris was an R&D scientist in the Reactor 

and Nuclear Systems Division at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, where he developed the CE 

TSUNAMI-3D sensitivity analysis code and served as the Sensitivity and Uncertainty Analysis Method 

Team Lead for the SCALE Code Package. 

 

Chris received B.S. and M.S. degrees in nuclear and radiological engineering from the University of 

Florida in 2007 and 2008, respectively, and received his Ph.D. in nuclear engineering from the University 

of Michigan in 2012.  His dissertation work developed algorithms for adjoint-weighted sensitivity 

analysis using continuous-energy Monte Carlo methods that improved computational efficiency and 

reduced memory requirements. 

 

Abstract: This seminar will discuss what is either nuclear energy’s greatest weakness or greatest 

strength: nuclear waste. Dr. Perfetti will define nuclear waste, explore how much of it we must dispose of, 

and review several options for disposing of nuclear waste, ranging from the ideal to the plausible to the 

absurd. 
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